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By Joel D. Weisman 

Special to The Washington Post 

CHICAGO, Jan. 14 — Play- 
boy magazine publisher Hugh 
M._ Hefner charged today that 
he and his empire are targets 
of “a politically motivated 
witch-hunt,” which he said ul- 
timately claimed the life of 


s He’s Victim of ‘Witch-Hunt 


executive, secretary, Bob- 


his 

hie Arnstein.’ 
y , Miss Arnstein, 34, who was 
appealing a conviction for con- 
spiracy to sell cocaine, was 
found ddad in a North Side 
hotel room Monday after ap- 
parently committing suicide. ■ 
hi a five-page note to her at- 
torney, R. Keith Stroup, of 
Washington, D.C., she said she 
was acting alone in taking her 
Bfe, reasserted her innocence 
Cl the drug case, and lauded 
Hefner for standing by her 
during her trail, 
f. “He has courage, perhaps to 
his own detriment,” she said 
ih a note scrawled on hotel 
stationery. “Hefner is a 
Staunchly upright and vigor- 
ously moral man,” she added. 
- ; ,In an emotional press con- 
ference at his posh,' five-story 
Chicago mansion on the city’s 
Gold Coast, Hefner compared 
Miss Arnstein’s death "with 
that of “a victim of a medieval 
witch-hunt and torture.” 
s -The millionaire publisher 
and hotel magnate charged he 
Was a target for the witch-hunt 
because of his outspoken sup- 
port for liberal causes, and his 
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against ’repression.” He also 
speculated that his strong fi- 
nancial support of the Na- 
tional Organization to Reform 
Marijuana Laws has made him 
a target of federal and local 
drug investigations. 

Since Miss Amstein’s arrest 
early last year, a federal 
strike force has been probing 
alleged drug use and traffic in 
Playboy mansions, here and in 
Los Angeles. 

“It’s not an investigation at 
all,” said Hefner. “It’s : a witch- 
hunt, an example of usingleral authorities that tw 
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jury subpoenaed Hefner in the 
drug overdose death of former 
Playboy “bunny” Adrienne 
Pollack, 23, but later withdrew 
the subpoena. Like Miss Arn- 
stein, Miss Pollack lived in the 
Chicago mansion. 

Hefner said today he would 
be willing to cooperate in the 
local investigation, but in- 
sisted, “I never even knew” 
Miss Pollack. He also said he 
has never personally used or 
distributed hard drugs at the 
mansions, which he character- 
ized as corporate guest houses. 
He concluded however, that 
he ordered a thorough search 
of both houses after Miss Arn- 
stein’s death and declined to 
say what the searches prod- 
uced. 

Hefner almost Jost his com- 
posure when he 'eulogized 
Miss Arnstein as “one of the 
best, brightest and worthwhile 
iwomen I havea ever known. 
Whatever her personal short- 
comings . . . she deserved bet- 
ter than this.” 

After pausing for a soft 
drink, Hefner cited the follow- 
ing developments which, he j 
said, indicate there is a fed- 1 
eral conspiracy against him: j 

* Repeated hints from fed-' 


torney James R. Thompson af- 
ter her conviction last year 
that ‘a murder contract” on 
her life had been issued “and 
that neither friends nor foes 
could be trusted.” 

° The, unusual 15-year 
prison sentence meted out to 
Miss, Arnstein — rwith the provi- 
sion that it; might be reduced 
after submission of additional 
evdence and the results of a 
psychiatric examination. 

* Failure of federal officials 
to include Miss Arnstein in 
their original ndictment in 
the cocaine case, but adding 
her name in a subsequent in- 
dictment. 

The disappearance of a 
key government witness fol- 
lowing her trial. 

‘There was a conspiracy -II 
right,” Hefner asserted. “At 
it was all the governments.” 
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